October 30 — November 4, 1967

MEADOW PLAYERS LIMITED

in association with the Arts Council
of Great Britain

present

AN OXFORD PLAYHOUSE COMPANY
PRODUCTION

Ardele

by Jean Anouilh

translated by Lucienne Hill
Costumes by Natasha Kornilof
Settings by Sam Kirkpatrick

Directed by Frank Hauser

Jean Anouilh was born in Bordeaux in 1910. He came to Paris when he was
very young, began to study law, then worked for a time in an advertising
agency. Passionately interested in the theatre, he became secretary to
Louis Jouvet, the famous actor-manager, in 1931, and his first play was
produced during the following year. Since then he has written over thirty
plays of which “Ardéle” is undoubtedly his most brilliant. Although
written in 1948, Anouilh has set ‘‘Ardéle’”’—Ilike several of his other
plays—in the full flush of ‘Edwardian’ France. He has chosen to depict
the varieties of love in a grand household of the period as seen in the
bizarre figures of General Saint-Pé—the hero of Anouilh’s later play “Waltz
of the Toreadors”— his sister the Countess with her husband and lover,
his son and his daughter-in-law, his mad wife, the nubile maid and two
monster children. ““‘Ardéle belongs, therefore, to that group of plays which
Anouilh has called ‘Pieces grincantes’, so that the bitter mixture of
savage humour and tragedy mark this play as one of Anouilh’s most
disturbing.



Ardele

The General .....cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin GEORGE PRAVDA
His WIS, .......comddihdivon s vmdvrmemions PATRICIA JESSEL
The Count, his brother-in-law ............ HUGH PADDICK
The Countess, his sister .................. HEATHER CHASEN
Villardieu, the Countess’ lover ............... PHILIP VOSS

Nicholas, the General’s second son ... CHRISTOPHER GABLE
Nathalie, his daughter-in-law ...... PRUNELLA RANSOME
Toto, his youngest son, aged ten ............... PAUL LARGE

Marie-Christine, the Countess’
daughter also aged ten ............... ANNE SALINGAR

Ada, the chambermaid, mistress of
the General ................... h gt 40 HELEN WEIR

Prunella Ransome appears by kind permission of Vic Films Ltd.

The Time—1912 or thereabouts

Act | The hall of a country house—Morning
Interval of 15 minutes

Act Il The hall of a country house—Lunch time
Interval of 15 minutes

Act Il The hall of a country house—Night

The fully-licensed Theatre Bar will be open during the intervals.
Coffee, soft drinks and chocolates also available.
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Other productions by OXFORD PLAYHOUSE COMPANY
at this Theatre

November 6 - 11

Little Malcolm And His Struggle Against The Eunuchs
by David Halliwell

November 13 - 18
The Wild Duck

by Henrik Ibsen
Box Office Tel. 55028

The management reserves the right to re
in the cast which may be rendesred nece

accordance with the requirements of the licensing authority :

The audience may leave at the end of the performance by all exit doors.

All gangways, corridors, staircases, and pas geways which afford a means ot
exit shall be kept ermre[y free from obstruction.

Persons shall not be pnrml\"reu toc stand or sit in any of the gangways except in
positions authorised bv the lice ing authority and in the numbers indicated ir
the notices exhibited in those p
The safety curtain shall be lowered
sence of the audience.

also to make any alteration
s or other unavoidable causes

THE TAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE THEATRE IS FORBIDDEN



